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What happened on the first
ANZAC Day 25 April 19157

Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC)
landed on Gallipoli peninsula

Allied Forces campaign to take Constantinople

Landed at wrong location

Terrain extremely difficult for offensive forces

Turkish (Ottoman Empire) forces in waiting

Heroic fighting on all sides

Developed into a stalemate with kms of trences (“diggers”)

All Allied Forces successfully withdrawn on 20 December
1915



Why do we commemorate
ANZAC Day?

First significant bonding act as one nation

Soldiers representing Australia and NZ
performed honorably, even though it was a defeat

The nation coming of age

Now a national time of recognition of all who
have served for this country prepared to give the
ultimate sacrifice

[Historical Note: Gallipoli campaign was catalyst for the
founding of Turkish nation in 1923 under General
Mustafa Kemal Atatlrk]



A tribute to the memory of the ANZACS
by Mustafa Kemal Atattrk in 1934
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What does the bible teach about

conflict and war?

Lovingly serve your enemies

— “Do not repay anyone evil for evil” Romans 12:17-2
— “Love your enemies” Matt. 5:38-48, Luke 6:27-36

— “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did nohdps mouth”
Isaiah 53:7

— “He will beat their swords into ploughshares...."it#da2:4

Punish evil-doers

— The “governing authorities” are “God’s servants agient of
wrath to bring punishment to the wrongdoer” Romasid.-7

Isn’t this a contradiction?




Complementary rather
than contradictory...

Contrast between forgiveness and punishment
“Leave room for God’s wrath”(Rom 12:19)

Not in itself wrong reactions to evil, rather they are God’s
prerogative, not ours

“When they hurled insults at him,” ... Jesus “entrusted
himself to him who judges justly(i Peter 2:23)

Both private individuals and state officials

As private individuals:

— Never take personal revenge

— Bless our prosecutors

— Do not take law into own hands

As state officials (if called to this role)
— God’s agents in the punishment of evil-doers, and overcoming of evil
— Not for anything beyond that
— Judges, prison officers, police, military 10




What Is a “just war”?

Concept endorsed by majority of Catholic and
Protestant Churches today

Seven traditional conditions:

Formal Declaration

Last Resort

Just Cause

Right Intention
Proportionate means
Non-combatant immunity
Reasonable Expectation

Dr John Stott:

1. Cause must be righteous
2. Means must be controlled
3. Outcome must be predictable

No bbb RE
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What can we do?

Acknowledge there are different views on war within
Christian community

— Total Pacifism

— Just War

— Relative Pacifism
* no nuclear, biological weapons
* no indiscriminate use of conventional weapons

* Non-combatant immunity
Look at the example of Jesus as an ideal
Hunger for righteousness
Pursue peace
Forebear revenge
Love enemies

Admire the loyalty, courage, self-sacrifice of serving
soldiers

Avoid glamourising or glorifying war

: "Issues Facing Christians Today" John Stott
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A personal perspective

Conflict is a symptom of human sinful nature

Defence Forces and war a painful necessity in a fallen
world

Strive for Peace, but not at any cestappeasement of Hitler
Just War principles to be followed

There are some very rare situations where morality
overrides authorityg. Bonhoeffer

Military in world context analogous to role of police in
local community: a necessity for good order

Laws without enforcement capability are ineffective
History teaches us lessons of human nature:

— where forces of control are removeg Rawanda, Kosovo
— Where forces are not righteots Sudan

— Where forces are for go@d solomon Islands
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My father-inlaw served as an Army
Chaplain in Vietham
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Major Bill Mills Chaplain 1927 -1971
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Zechariah 9:10

I've had it with war—no more chariots in Ephraim,

no more war horses in Jerusalem,
no more swords and spears, bows and arrows.

He will offer peace to the nations,
a peaceful rule worldwide,
from the four winds to the seven seas.
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